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free from sin, and free from all disquietude.    Through
the same our Lord, &c."

On this prayer Biel observes, "Again we ask, in
this prayer, the defence of peace; and since we cannot,
nor do we presume to obtain this by our own merit,
. . . therefore, in order to obtain this, we have re-
course, in the second part of this prayer, to the suf-
frages of all his saints, whom He hath constituted, in
the court of his kingdom, as our mediators, most ac-
ceptable to himself, whose prayers his love does not
reject. But, of them, we fly, in the first place, to the
most blessed Virgin, the Queen of Heaven, to whom
the King of kings, the heavenly Father, has given the
half of his kingdom; which was signified in Hester, the
queen, to whom, when she approached to appease king
Asuerus, the king said to her, Even if thou shalt ask
the half of my kingdom, it shall be given thee. So the
heavenly Father, inasmuch as He has justice and mercy
as the more valued possessions of his kingdom, RETAIN-
ING JUSTICE TO HIMSELF, GRANTED MERCY to the Virgin

Mother1.    We, therefore, ask for peace, by the inter-
cession of the blessed and glorious Virgin."

The very same partition of the kingdom of heaven, is
declared to have been made between God himself and
the Virgin by one who was dignified by the name of
the "venerable and most Christian Doctor," John
Gerson2, who died in 1429; excepting that, instead of
justice and mercy, Gerson mentions power and mercy
as the two parts of which God's kingdom consists, and
that, whilst power remained with the Lord, the part of
mercy ceded " to the mother of Christ, and the reigning

1   Cum habeat justitiam et misericordiam tanquam potiora regni
sui bona, justitia sibi retenta, misericordiam Matri Virgini concessit.

2  Paris, 1606.    Tract iv.   Super " Magnificat," part iii. p. 754.
See Fabricius, vol. iii. p. 49.   Patav. 1754.